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FATHERHOOD | Meet David L. Chaplin, who savors being a father to his almost
2-year-old son Owen.

PHOTO WALK | Enjoy a selection of images that capture life on the South Side from
our 10th Anniversary Photo Walk.

PHOTO WALK :: REFLECTION | Read participant Sheila Quinell’s thoughts on what
meeting South Side residents along the Walk’s Classic Route meant to her.

PHOTO WALK :: HISTORIC ROUTE | See how our photographers captured both the
past and present in the Salina Street Historic District.
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STEVE DAVIS

PHOTO WALK :: I-81 | View images and meet residents living directly in the
construction zone of the imminent Interstate 81 Project.
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PHOTO WALK :: BLOCK PARTY | Take a look at the work by girls from Poised, Gifted
& Ready who photographed this year’s Get the Lead Out Block Party.
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PUBLICATION’S EDITORIAL PURPOSE AND IN
KEEPING WITH COMMUNITY STANDARDS.

Cover photography by Annaliese Perry of Poised, Gifted & Ready mentee Kelise Kelley

CALENDAR
What: Lacrosse Sticks with Stickmaker
Alfred Jacques
When: 6 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 11
Where: Betts Branch Library, 4862 S. Salina
St.
Details: Internationally-renowned lacrosse
stickmaker, Alf Jacques of the Onondaga
Nation, will talk about how he creates
traditional wooden lacrosse sticks from
tree to finished stick. He will discuss the
game of lacrosse from an historical, cultural
and religious perspective and will have his
personal collection of antique lacrosse sticks
on display.
More Info: Call the library at (315)
435-1940

What: Apply for 2020 Census Jobs
When: 3 to 5 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 11
Where: Betts Branch Library, 4862 S. Salina St.
Details: A representative from the 2020 Census will be on
hand to help people apply for Census jobs.
More Info: Call the library at (315) 435-1940

What: Talk to a Lawyer
When: Noon to 1:30 p.m. Thursdays, Sept. 12 and 26
Where: In the CNY Meeting Room on Level 3 of Central
Library, 447 S. Salina St.
Details: Need help with legal problems? Talk to a lawyer
for free on the second and fourth Thursday of the month.
Volunteer lawyers will answer questions on a first-come,
first-served basis.
More Info: Arrive early and sign in as space is limited

For a full listing of upcoming events, visit MySouthSideStand.com/events/
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S Y RA C U S E S U MME R
BOOK CLUB
FREE COMMUNITY EVENT
WI T H R I C H A R D
ROTHSTEIN
September 17, 2019
7:30-9:30PM
Henninger High School
WWW.LSCNY.ORG/THECOLOROFLAW

THE STAND

THE STAND

The Stand | September 2019

SEP 4
SEP 22

WORLD PREMIERE

THOUGHTS OF
A COLORED MAN
By Keenan Scott II
In association with Brian Moreland and Ron Simons
Directed by Steve H. Broadnax III
Choreography by Millicent Marie Johnnie
Co-produced with Baltimore Center Stage
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

The Stand celebrated a milestone event this summer when our South Side Photo Walk reached
its 10th year. Because this was a special anniversary year, multiple walks were organized to
capture a greater portion of the neighborhood.
This issue dedicates 12 pages to photos from the Photo Walk. More images can be found
online (visit bit.ly/
SouthSidePhotos). I want to
thank the many volunteers
who helped make this year’s
event possible and Mayor
Ben Walsh for stopping by to
recognize the collaborative
work produced by The
Stand over the years.
Also over the summer,
South Siders stepped up
and took a few minutes to
complete a survey to help
us learn how to make our
local news coverage even
better. (If you have yet
to complete this survey,
visit bit.ly/MySouthSide).
This is a key step in our
efforts to better engage
with readers and provide
the stories people want
to read. Our goal is to
make The Stand truly
representative of the
residents of the South
Side. To support this
effort, we’re working
with The Listening Post
Collective thanks to
funding by The Lenfest
Institute for Journalism.
We’ll share what we’ve
learned next month.
Enjoy the photos &
thank you all for
reading!

Ashley Kang

FATHERHOOD
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David Chaplin
Nominated by Twiggy Billue

By Ashley Kang
The Stand Director

Q: What did it feel like when you became a father?
A. Having a child when you are financially in a position to take care of
that child and in a relationship where you understand what will foster
a healthy upbringing is the key foundation you need. At the delivery,
my goal was to keep my wife as comfortable as she could be, since
she was in labor for over two days. My priority was ensuring she was
healthy and keeping the energy up. I didn’t show any nerves because
I knew we were going to be fine. I just had that feeling.
Q. Describe that moment when you found out it was a boy?
A. At the gender reveal, the doctors and nurses played a trick on us.
They used pink Post-it notes to reveal the news. [Chaplin motions
with his hand, flipping imaginary pink pages and recites the words on
each.] ‘It’s ... a …’ [He continues, motioning to a final sticky note with
text written in blue ink.] ... ‘boy!’ When I saw those pink Post-its, I just
knew it was a girl. They said, hold on, there’s writing on it.
Then at the gender reveal party with family, we had clear balloons
with blue balloons inside at the bottoms. Everyone was anticipating
all the balloons to fly up out of the box. My dad came up for that.
He was elated at the news, and I have so many memorable pictures
from that day.
Q. What can you share about your son?
A. Owen Malachite Chaplin will be 2 in October. He’s got his own
personality. He’s independent. He’s not really an outgoing kid but
at a recent party he spent the entire three hours dancing, watching
others do the Electric Slide. He just read the vibes from the room.
He’s very joyful.
Q. Does his name have a special meaning?
A. His first name is a spinoff of my wife’s maiden name, Owens.
She lost her father and sister sooner than she should have. So
his name pays homage to her father’s side and the legacy of the
Owens because she was the last on that side other than her nephew. His middle name came from Googling a bunch of names with
significant meaning, that were rooted in purpose and would foretell what he would become. Malachite is a green Earth stone and
means someone that is going to be a leader, who is well-rounded,
well-traveled and cultured.

MEET FATHER DAVID CHAPLIN: Director of Employee Relations
for Onondaga County is the father to Owen and married to Lanessa
Chaplin, project counsel for the Central New York Chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union of New York. | Annaliese Perry

Q. What was your relationship like with your father?
A. There are two perspectives. When I was a child, my mom
and dad got married when I was around 2 and then got
divorced when I was 3 or 4. Around that time, he left the
house. He lived in the same city as us until we moved when
I was 8. But my whole family lived in that area in Peoria,
Illinois, so we would come visit, and I’d see him now and
again. I was a dad’s boy, probably because I didn’t see him
much. Every time I did get to see him, it was like Christmas.
Even though he was right around the corner in some sense,
there were a lot of broken promises, missed birthdays and
holidays. He had me at 19 and my mom was 20. Given his
own upbringing, I learned later in life he did the best he

FATHERHOOD

www.mysouthsidestand.com

“What can I do today to be better?”
could under the circumstances. ... It took until I got older
to understand it needed to happen this way and that this
designed me to be who I am today. Someone who is strong,
who has perspective. It fostered my way of viewing life —
you must work hard and be intentional. My goal is to make
sure my son has a great relationship with his grandfather,
even though he’s not close by. We do a lot of Facetime.
I want my son to recognize him, and he does — that’s
grandpa with good vibes and good energy.
Q. Is there a characteristic you share with your father?
A. His laugh. I got his freaking laugh. Every time I hear myself, part of me cringes because I hear him. I look a lot like
him too. My wife will say we’re nothing alike because he’s
so extroverted and I’m not that party guy. He also has a
great work ethic, and I think I got that dedication and focus
from him. He still has the same job he had since I was 1.
So I pulled from him the good things I saw.
Q. What do you love most about being a father?
A. I think the opportunity to raise a young black man in
America. I didn’t know about a lot of the cultural challenges
we have as a nation until college. I started to become
‘awake.’ I think the Obama administration helped and was a
pivotal time for me as a college junior. I cherish this opportunity to raise him as a well-rounded black boy.
Q. What has been your greatest challenge?
A. Sleep deprivation. I’m still adjusting and haven’t really
recovered. He’s not a great sleeper and I’m not a deep
sleeper, so if he wakes, I wake. I think the bigger challenge
is the foreshadowing of living in Syracuse, from a cultural
perspective of understanding this city’s uniqueness from a
demographic, social and economic status perspective, and
understanding what kind of school he’s going to attend. We

obviously want him to get the highest quality education possible, but we also want him to have the richest cultural environment possible. And those two dynamics don’t exist here. So
you either have a private environment that is non-diverse or a
public environment that lacks a lot of other structures. It’s left
us with questions of what do we do?, because we can afford
to do anything. But what is best for him? Then again, we were
public school through and through and we turned out well, but
with the next generation you always want them to one-up you.
So if we can have him do that with an education rich in cultural and intensive instruction, we’d feel better about that and
how he’ll be prepared for high school and higher education.
Q. Any advice for first-time dads?
A. In the months leading up to the birth, spend as much time
as you can dissecting how you were raised, how many parents you observed and have a sense of what kind of father
you want to be. Along the way be willing to make adjustments
with your spouse and with yourself. If you go into it thinking
you want to be the perfect dad, that’s cool — just know you
won’t. Aim to be intentional. Ask yourself what can I do today
to be better?
Q. Final thoughts?
A. Thank you for nominating me, and thank you for The Stand
for providing this opportunity for fathers from the community
to be recognized. It’s unfortunate, but there’s still a lot of
stigma about black dads. And so to the extent that we do
something to break down those stereotypes is great — and
a lot of those stereotypes are born out of social policy. So I
think it’s critical and imperative for news outlets to do this. I
think every news outlet needs to have a spotlight on breaking
social constructs that are patently false and counterproductive to future generations ... beliefs held as truths by society
based on nothing other than ignorance.

SOUTHSIDE RISING
Southside, fully-rehabbed homes for sale!

Call today,
they may be gone tomorrow!

(315) 474-1939
www.homehq.org
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Anniversary
Photo Walk

More than 50 photographers split into four
groups to capture an even broader scope of the
South Side during this year’s 10th annual event

> Syracuse Mayor Ben Walsh helped to kick off the 10th Annual South Side Photo Walk, which began from the South Side Innovation Center. | Hilary Donohue

he Stand’s 2019 Photo Walk opened with Syracuse Mayor Ben
Walsh dedicating July 27 as “Annual South Side Stand Photo
Walk Day.”
“The walk inspires future photographers and journalists to tell
the stories of the South Side,” Walsh said.
Over the past nine years, The Stand has organized a community
Photo Walk each July starting on South Salina Street cutting through
neighborhood side streets and into Kirk Park. This year, in honor
of hitting a decade of documenting the South Side in photos, The
STand added three additional walks: a historic route; a trek around
the I-81 viaduct to capture the area and its residents before construction begins, and coverage of the community’s annual Block Party by
members of Poised, Gifted & Ready (PGR) Mentoring Program.
Many images are shared in the following pages, and in the
coming months you’ll be able to view select images from the day
in a gallery exhibit. Keep an eye on The Stand’s homepage at
MySouthSideStand.com and our social media accounts for updates.
To view all Photo Walk images shared by our participating photographers, visit bit.ly/SouthSidePhotos.

| MARILU LOPEZ FRETTS

| BOB GATES

> Vivian Dexter stands in front of an abandoned house on South Salina
Street that formerly served as her uncle’s church. He is deceased, but
Dexter’s daughter now wants to move the building to a new location and
refurbish it. | Sarah Pralle

| AMADEA MCCLAIN

| JOHN ADAMS

| NEVAEH HALL
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> The Stand Director Ashley Kang, center, listens as the mayor reads the proclamation. | Clifford Ryan

2019 PHOTO WALK TEAM
I-81
Leaders:
Bob Gates and
Mike Greenlar
Volunteers:
Brenda and Keith
Muhammad

Classic Path
Leader:
Ken Harper

Historic
Leader:
David Haas

Block Party
Leader:
Annaliese Perry

Community
Leaders:
Clifford Ryan and
Shad McKinney

Volunteer:
Hilary Donohue

Volunteers:
Marilu Lopez Fretts
and Annie Johnson

> Clifford Ryan shows off a picture taken by a Fujifilm
Instax camera. | Lisa Hackley

> Photo Walk Leader
Mike Greenlar
photographs Jimmie
Kastler inside his
apartment in Toomey
Abbott Towers. Turn
to Page 15 to view
Kastler’s portrait
with the I-81 viaduct
in the background. |
Jenn Grzyvinsky

Event Organizer: The Stand Director Ashley Kang
Sponsors: Syracuse University’s Newhouse School, The Lenfest Institute for Journalism,
Dunk & Bright, South Side Innovation Center and PAL (Photography and Literacy) Project

EMERGENCY SERVICES

Stroke? Heart Attack? Say,

“Take Me to Crouse.”
Quickest Cardiac Care
•
•
•

Door-to-cardiac treatment times among the lowest in the region
Only area hospital designated by American Heart Association as
a Mission: Lifeline Gold provider
Close teamwork with local and regional EMS partners

Comprehensive Stroke Center
•
•
•

One of just 12 in New York State
Aggressive door-to-treatment times exceed national average
Earned Gold Plus–Elite Honor Roll status from
American Heart/Stroke Association

Official healthcare provider
of Syracuse . Athletics

Advanced Facility, Advanced Care
•
•
•

Highly efficient triage for all medical situations
High-quality care delivered promptly and with Carepassion
Modern design allows us to move patients faster – and
more comfortably

®

This all adds up to superior emergency care from the
hospital you trust – Crouse Health.

crouse.org/ER
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Shared
Experiences
CLASSIC PATH
PARTICIPANTS
Walk Leader: Ken Harper
Community Leaders:
Clifford Ryan and Shad
McKinney

| SUSAN MORISON

Photographers: Emily
Kenny, Zoe Davis, Sheila
Quinell, Jamel Manning,
Sue Klapheke, Catherine
Klapheke, Sandi Patnode,
Susan Morison, Lisa
Hackley, Rio Harper and
Amie Harper

By Sheila Quinell
Special to The Stand

Photo Walk participant reflects on what she learned
while strolling through the South Side neighborhood
hen I started on this journey, I have to admit I was very
excited. I like people in general, so to mix meeting people
with my photography was an exciting prospect.
I am also a mother and a grandmother so my goal for the day was
to meet another grandmother.
I felt a kinship of sorts and an admiration for the struggles of raising kids and helping to raise grandchildren. I wanted to meet someone
who I considered wise, someone who had lived a long life and knew the
ups and downs that life can bring — the core of a family, a matriarch.
As I walked up to one particular house I struck gold!
She was there sitting on her porch with her daughter and grandchildren. While others in the group were focusing on the children, I
went straight to the grandmother.

I asked if I could take her picture. Claiming that she was in her
housedress and hadn’t yet combed her hair, she still allowed me to
photograph her.
I didn’t notice her hair or what she was wearing. What I noticed was
her beauty: sparkly eyes that shone a radiant light from somewhere deep
inside of her soul. She is a rare find, and I wanted to capture the spirit
of her in a photograph. I looked at her daughter and grandchildren and
saw how beautiful they were as well. It was hard to walk away as I felt I
would have liked to just sit for a while on that porch and learn about her
life — learn what it was that kept her joyful inside.
But we had to keep moving.
But I have the picture to look upon and smile in the meantime.
That’s the strength of photography. You can capture a moment in time
that can go by so quickly but photography freezes that moment and
allows time for later reflection. I have looked back at that photograph
a dozen times since I took it and it always brings a smile to my face. I
have her to thank for that.
I walked away with much more than when I started. For that I am
grateful. Thank you for sharing yourselves and your community with me.

PHOTO WALK
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| EMILY KENNY

| SHAD MCKINNEY

| SUSAN MORISON

| CATHERINE KLAPHEKE

| SANDI PATNODE

| AMIE HARPER

| LISA HACKLEY

| EMILY KENNY

| EMILY KENNY

| CATHERINE KLAPHEKE

| SANDI PATNODE

| SHEILA QUINELL

| RIO HARPER

View these photos and many more
online at mysouthsidestand.com

ON THE SIDE
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1

HISTORIC
STOPS
1 South
Presbyterian

Church, 22102112 S. Salina St.
Dunfee-Kelly

2 House, 1709 S.
Salina St.

> Detail of the roof of the
South Presbyterian Church.
| Kristi Russo

South Side

Landmarks
3

2

Former sites of the

Gothic Cottage

3 and Danforth

Congregational
Church (later the

New Jerusalem
Church of God in
Christ), 1632-1641
S. Salina St.

> The Gothic Cottage was one of the city’s
most iconic homes known for its distinctive architectural characteristics. | Image
from Onondaga Historical Association

Sumner Hunt

4 Building, 1555
S. Salina St.

Newell
5 Justin
House, 1622 S.
Salina St.

6

> Built in 1908 by Joseph Dunfee, a prize-fighting boxer. It is the only Tudor Revival
house in the area. | Kate Mazade

4

Alvord House,
1818 S. Salina St.

 Research contributors
—
include: Evamaria Hardin,
Crawford & Sterns and
Stef Noble

> West Borden Avenue resident Anthony
Turner has worked on renovating his home
for the past two years. | David Haas

HISTORIC ROUTE
PARTICIPANTS
> This building served as a general store for many years. | Kate Mazade

5

6

Walk Leader: David Haas
Volunteer: Local architect
Hillary Donohue
Reporter: Kate Mazade

> This Italianate house is one of the first
to use concrete blocks as a building
material. | Kristi Russo

> This Colonial Revival mansion was
home to Anson Alvord, known for racing
horses at Kirk Park. | Kate Mazade

Photographers: Owen Harris
El, Shante Harris El, Margaret
McCormick, Sarah Pralle,
Michele Morgan and Kristi
Russo
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1
By Kate Mazade
Staff Reporter

Newly added route spotlights standout sites along
South Salina Street’s Historic District

| MARGARET MCCORMICK

> The South Presbyterian Church is currently owned by the Greater Syracuse
Land Bank and is listed for sale with an asking price of $35,000. | File Photo

| MICHELE MORGAN

his year’s Photo Walk offered the first time The Stand’s annual
event included a route specifically focused on the historic
architecture of the neighborhood. Led by David Haas, who runs
the @SyracuseHistory Instagram account, the path featured six South
Salina Street stops to view 19th and 20th century religious, commercial
and residential buildings.
“I love sharing wonder about Syracuse,” Haas said. “If we share
enough wonder, we are going to change this city for the better.”
One highlight of the walk was a behind-the-scenes visit to the South
Presbyterian Church at 2210 S. Salina St. with help from the Greater
Syracuse Land Bank. The castle-like stone structure, which opened in
1907 with a 582-member congregation, was originally outfitted with
stained glass windows and chandeliers from Tiffany Studios of New York
City. The windows were removed in 2009 and sold to a collector. Once
revered, the structure has fallen into disrepair. Still the building has lost
none of its charm or possibility.
The walk also featured the Sumner Hunt Building on the corner of
South Salina and East Kennedy streets. Built in 1878, the contractor’s
initials and year of construction are imbedded in the chimneys of the red
brick building. In 2009, the architecture and preservation firm Crawford
& Stearns was hired to restore the structure.
Among the beautifully maintained houses was the Dunfee-Kelly
House, built in 1908 by Joseph Dunfee, a prize-fighting boxer and his
wife. The home’s white stucco and timber-accented exterior, as well as its
terracotta tiled roof, mark the house as Tudor Revival style. As the only
home of this style in the area, structure represents the combination of late
Victorian trends and the American Arts and Crafts Movement.
Several times along the walk, photographers came across old gravel
driveways that faded into overgrown empty lots. These are remnants of
the historic structures that have since been removed from the South Side.
One such location is 1632-1641 S. Salina St. The empty property
once housed a Gothic Cottage and the Danforth Congregational Church,
both of which were demolished in 2016. The house, built in the 1850s
by Jon Clark and his wife Margaret, was one of Syracuse’s most iconic
structures. The red brick church was added in 1884. Both aged to become
victims of a situation known as demolition by neglect, during which a
historic property falls into disrepair, becomes unsafe for occupation and
must be taken down.
Demolition of historic homes can often break down the character of
the neighborhood, Haas explained. Some residents are working to preserve
the community through home maintenance. Anthony Turner has lived
at 118 W. Borden Ave. for the last 24 years and has been renovating the
property for the past two years in order to stay as long as possible.
“It’s definitely a great community,” Turner said. “Everyone has seen
each other grow up here. Now (the neighbors) have grandchildren.”
Turner reminisced about growing up in the neighborhood and running
up and down the streets. “We used to go to Kirk Park until the sun went
down and mom called us back home.”

Joan Hillsman’s Music Network, Inc.

Music Lessons

piano, vocal tecs, gospel, theory & performance

Enroll Now! Space is Limited!
Call or Email
(315) 373-0805 or cell (240) 401-3307
jhillsman@twcny.rr.com
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Under its
SHADOW

Photographers explored the I-81 corridor to document the
neighborhood before work to remove or replace the interstate begins

| JENN GRZYVINSKY

| MARKAYLA MADILL

| MARIA PENCE

| MIGUEL BALBUENA

photo walk
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I-81 ROUTE
PARTICIPANTS
Walk Leaders: Bob
Gates and Mike Greenlar
Volunteer: Anthony
“Tony” Hines-Tecoy
Reporters: Keith and
Brenda Muhammad
Photographers: Jerome
Dexter, John Adams, Jenn
Grzyvinsky, Maria Pence,
Markayla Madill, Ruthnie
Angrand, Miguel Balbuena,
Marissa Madill, Lindy
Madill, James Madill,
Darian Shuker, Jeff Perkins,
Utkarsha Laharia and
James Walker
| MIKE GREENLAR

| JEFF PERKINS

| BOB GATES

| JAMES WALKER

| JENN GRZYVINSKY

| JEFF PERKINS
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| DONNITA SHARP

Room With a

By Keith Muhammad
Community Correspondent

While Photo Walk participants documented the area around I-81,
reporters spoke with residents living in Toomey Abbott Towers
n a beautiful Saturday morning in July, a contingent of 20 photographers and community correspondents gathered to participate in The
Stand’s 10th Annual Photo Walk’s I-81 Route. The group convened
in the outdoor lobby of the Toomey Abbott Towers — a 24-story, 308 unit,
affordable housing community for seniors.
The building overlooks one of the city’s poorest neighborhoods, an area
that includes New York state’s oldest public housing project, Pioneer Homes,
as well as Central Village and McKinney Manor, and a deteriorating section
of I-81. The public housing units and the section of the highway are slated for
demolition, potentially being replaced with a community grid. In April, the
state transportation department announced the community grid as its preferred
choice. This alternative would replace the current stretch of viaduct with a

DONNITA SHARP
> Donnita, who enjoys taking photos, has called the
11th floor of Toomey Abbott Towers home for the past
20 years. | Utkarsha Laharia

boulevard to feature bicycle and pedestrian lanes, as
well as a planted median 18 to 29 feet wide.
The lobby buzzed with excitement as walkers
and residents waited in anticipation for the excursion
to begin. I scanned the group; hoping to spot friendly
faces that might be willing to share something about
themselves, life in the towers and their views about the

PHOTO WALK
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View

> From the 11th floor of Toomey Abbott Towers, resident Donnita Sharp’s apartment overlooks the I-81 viaduct. She plans to move before
construction begins to avoid the dust caused by its looming demolition. | Donnita Sharp

neighborhood and the I-81 Project.
My eye caught a woman sporting a Nashville T-shirt and a nice Pixie Cut — like the
one Halle Berry wore in the film “Die Another Day.” I approached and asked for an interview. Donnita Sharp hails from Silverton, Idaho, and came to Syracuse by way of Virginia in
1995. “I’ve been here for 20 years,” she said. “I love this city, and I love my apartment. I just
wish they (management) were stricter.”
She is concerned that the demolition of 81 will negatively impact this neighborhood’s
residents. “If they tear it down, it’s going to affect a lot of poor people,” she asserted. “The
dust (will) affect people … and there are going to be fewer homes.” She plans to move
because she’s afraid that she won’t have a place to live after the demolition.
Donnita suffers from epilepsy, a neurological disorder affecting the nervous system. The
disorder causes abnormal electrical activity throughout the brain and seizures. Symptoms
include: loss or awareness or consciousness, temporary confusion, fear of anxiety, staring
spells and uncontrollable jerking.
She loves music, especially the Beetles and The Rolling Stones. “Music is therapy,” she
said. “I also love to take pictures.” She proudly shared a picture she had taken of Teddy, her
cute Cocker Spaniel Poodle mix. Teddy is a Seizure Alert/Response Dog trained to react
when Donnita has seizures. She also shared a picture of I-81 she photographed from her
apartment. “When I move out, I’m going to miss the view,” she said. “I hope to one day
publish my pictures.”
Perusing the group in search of another interviewee, my eyes settled on another affable
resident, that of John Adams.
As a member of the Residents of Toomey Abbott Towers (ROTAT) Council, he has
come to know a lot of people. The Council meets once per month and puts on programs

JOHN
ADAMS
> John has lived in Toomey Abbott Towers for the past
nine years. | James Walker

PHOTO WALK
for residents. “We have a barbecue coming up in August,” he shared. “We do a
Christmas get together party; just two months ago, we had a strawberry festival.”
Members of the Council also travel for special conferences. Last September, he went to Atlanta for the Neighborhoods USA (NUSA), where he met residents from housing authorities from around the nation. “They have workshops,
and they talk about issues that affect the residents,” he explained.
John’s understanding of the I-81 Project is that they plan to tear down a 1.8
mile stretch of the highway, level the ground and construct a Community Grid.
“They are going to build and rebuild more housing for higher income, middle
income and poor people,” he said, gesturing to the housing project down the hill.
When asked if he thought the project would have any effect on the Toomey
Abbott residents, he said, “it won’t at all —
 is what they told us so far. We don’t
have to move.” John’s main concern is the dust that will be created from the
demolition and its effect on the quality of air.
He thinks that overall the project is going to benefit the community.
“I just wish they would get on with doing what they are going to do instead
of having everybody in suspense,” he remarked.
Next, an elderly gentleman in a wheelchair emerged from the building
entrance. Our eyes met, he greeted me with, “As Salaam Alakium Brother!”
This means “Peace be unto you” in Arabic. I return the greeting, “Wa-Alaikum
Salaam, Sir!” (Peace be unto you too). Brother Umar Abdul Karrriem is known
by residents as Omar. He’s 86, a Muslim and a registered member of the
Nation of Islam.
For Omar, he’d prefer to see the viaduct stay.
“I like it because if I want to go down South I can jump right on it and
ride straight to Scranton, PA,” he said, adding that for many Black families in
Syracuse, the construction of I-81 in the ’60s shortened the long arduous trip
back down South.
“I like sitting out here. Sometimes I sit out here and watch the cars go by,”
he noted. “I like traveling that road. I would love to see that highway stay.”
He concedes, however, that tearing down the highway could be a good
thing, believing it could add more beauty to the city. He would like to see them
build a tunnel, if they elect to demolish it.
“If they build that tunnel that they’re talking about, that would be something
for the people, for the city,” he said. And if a tunnel is built, he hopes to get a
chance to drive through it, sharing how he enjoys riding the Detroit–Windsor
Tunnel, a slightly less than a mile-long tunnel connecting Detroit to Canada.
Next, I met Anthony “Tony” Hines-Tecoy, president of the tenant association, in the “Secret Garden” on the second floor next to the community room.
Tony, who has lived at Toomey Abbott for three years, was voted in as president
last December. He works closely with John Adams to provide services and programs for residents. “It’s a year term, and we try to plan as many events as we
can,” he said. “We try to get a feel of what the tenants need; what they would
like to see.” He participated in a NUSA conference in Palm Springs, California,
this past May. He said it was a tremendous opportunity where he learned about
different neighborhoods and how to inform and engage the residents.
“It’s all about the betterment of the community. And my community
right now is Toomey Abbott Towers. This is the place I love. This is the place I
respect,” he said. “I made this place my home and whoever lives here you are
my neighbors; you’re a part of my family.”
Tony shared that the word going around is that tenants of Toomey Abbott
are “safe” and won’t have to move during I-81 construction. However, he feels
tenants will be moved out of the neighborhood through gentrification. “(This
site) is a gold mine,” he said. “Toomey Abbott Towers sits right in the middle of
where everything wants to be.”
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“OMAR”
ABDUL
KARRIEM

> Umar “Omar” Abdul Karriem first arrived to New York state at age 12
on June 6, 1945, the day known as D-Day. | Mike Greenlar

WITH
MARIA
KARRIEM

> Maria and Omar married July 5, 2019. “At first I didn’t see her because
I was bombarded with other things, with other women trying to talk to
me and spend a little piece of money that I had,” Omar said. Maria saw
him but never approached until finally one day she put a watch in his
hand and said, “That’s for you.” | Brenda Muhammad

“TONY”
HINESTECOY

> Anthony “Tony” Hines-Tecoy has written two books and is working on
a third. Titles include: “But What is Life Anyway?” and “Conversations
Over a Good Cup of Coffee.” | Brenda Muhammad

BLOCK PARTY

Young mentees learn about lead hazards at annual event

HEALTHY
EATING TIPS
Lead in a child’s body can
cause serious health and
learning problems. One way
to help protect against lead
poisoning is to eat foods high
in iron, vitamin C and calcium.

ON THE SIDE

PHOTO WALK

www.mysouthsidestand.com

Foods rich in iron:
• Beef, organ meat, duck & lamb
• Sardines, shrimp, clams &
cooked oysters
• Fortified dry cereals
• Soybeans, lentils & chickpeas
• Spinach & turnip greens
• Kidney beans, black-eyed peas,
white beans & refried beans
• Iron fortified infant formula
> Zyreeanah Shepard, J’Viona Baker, Kelise Kelley and Nyla Tearney at the Second Annual Get the Lead Out
Block Party held July 27. | Dara Harper

Vitamin C helps the body better
use iron found in plant foods.
Foods rich in vitamin C:

By J’Viona Baker
Poised, Gifted & Ready Mentee

• Oranges
• Orange, grapefruit & tomato juice

Event held to raise awareness that Syracuse
has nation’s highest lead poisoning rate

• Kiwi fruit, strawberries & mango

uring the 10th Annual Photo Walk, Poised,
Gifted & Ready Mentoring Program (formerly known as Pretty Girls Rock) covered
the annual Get the Lead Out Block Party.
We met many who are passionate about making
people aware of the hazards of lead and teaching
community members about lead poisoning.
Jaime Howley is one example of someone that
enjoys coming to this event to make people aware of
lead poisoning. Howley is from Tomorrow’s Neighborhoods Today Southside Housing Task Force, the
organizer of this educational event. She is trying to
educate families to better protect children.
This is TNT’s second year holding the event, and
members hope that lead levels in our city become so
low that they don’t have to offer the event next year.
PGR members Kelise Kelley, Zyreeanah
Shepard, Nyla Tearney, Amadea McClain, Royal
McClain, Amerie Chandler, Rebekah Hidek and
Nevaeh Hall also participated.

• Broccoli & cauliflower

• Brussels sprouts & kale
• Red or green bell peppers
Eating high calcium foods helps
keep lead from being absorbed.
Foods high in calcium:
• Low-fat yogurt
• Fat-free or 1% milk
> Jaime Howley, co-chair of TNT’s Southside Housing
Task Force, has set a community-wide goal to end lead
poisoning in Syracuse by 2025. | Kelise Kelley

• Low fat cheese
• Broccoli & other greens
• Kidney beans
• Calcium fortified juices

VIEW MORE PHOTOS
Visit bit.ly/BlockPartyPhotoWalk to see a full
gallery of images captured by PGR members

• Breast milk or iron fortified
infant formula
— Source: Onondaga County
Health Department
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WOULDN’T YOU
LIKE TO BE A TUTOR?
Volunteer tutors spend at least one hour weekly reading, writing
and talking with students in kindergarten to third grade at the
Syracuse city schools.

For more information,
contact Shelly Lee at
LeeShe@upstate.edu

TRAINING:
Wed., Sept. 18,
9 a.m.- 2:30 p.m.
Syracuse Teacher Center
1005 W. Fayette St. Syracuse

Homeownership is important.
We’re here to help first-time homebuyers navigate the mortgage
process and make buying a home affordable, even if you have:
• Little money for a downpayment
• Little or “less-than-perfect” credit history
• A recent job change
To get started, call 1-888-253-0993
or visit mtb.com/mortgage.

Equal Housing Lender.
Certain restrictions apply. Subject to credit and property approval.
©2019 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. NMLS# 381076. 15609-A 190603 VF

